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Before proceeding, let's get our Identifjcat- f /o
ion out of the waye.. e
This is Fantesy éspects #3 _ /f -\
This is e Gslactic rTess subliecatione {1.”:
This is a Fency=-rooted 2/t :/1a3523495
This is a Sweat of opow rablicetion.
4nd, this is a lsboux of love, likeas
Begides which, despite wiaet Gebi. Cerr
says, this is Fendom's only repriut renzingz..
heprint subscription (whet's tiems? fenzine.

This being teken care of, I shall proceed end hans the conssdusnces! In the ine-
terests of clarity &nd sucn, 1 shell enterte in 8 question end enswer periode

wHAT 'S THAT YUNNY MaN DODG UP TnBREL?

He's steggering home from his 71lst Conventione ie's needed toward his liquor ceo=
net and then for his typer. He's elso thereto rewind everyone. inclading myself that
I was at the Detention end hed e riotous time, iacludiag dlccm'* speeca, Pe 19

VHATYS &#LL TAdIS %k oaVE o SUCIAL COLGCLaCE =USING33Z?

1t shows when I listen to Hevlen Zllison et Coaventions, I reslly listen.

wELL THEN, HOWw COME IT'S PRINTED UP THERE?

leinly peceuse I change tne heading thecrc every issuej; only nobody noticess

WHICH IS THE REASON YOU'KE MENT ICNL.G IT HEREY

Exactlyl

WEAT HOHPPENED THERE ON MUSIC rON THE FeN? THE PLGE 3ZENS TO BE ALL GUOFED UP.

I ToOUGHT YOU TawUGHT YOUR MIMEOING WaS r£eBEXTY o001, Ok SukciinING.

I dide But thet page was done wey last uley, efter tioe lest iszuees 4t leest, the
heeding was donee But I didn't get esround to finisning tne issue uatil November, and
by thst time the stencil bed gotten 8ll aried out eand it tore more <asily then ususal
when 1 worked on its. So you see, there wes notaing I could doe well, vwes tnere?

YOU COULD «Ln4YS PUT YOUR ISSUES OUY MORL BLEQUALTLY!

Go wesn your mouth out with scap! 4#ny other guestions?

SUKEe witT ADOUT TLvPLE PiEaTUSeeeses

Ob thateeeheha. 4rt Raepp stenciled nis own stuff so eny typos there eren't to be
credited to mee I will sdmit to the others, thoughe

ToAT WaeSN'T whaT I Wes GOING To mINTION 47 4LLe I whiS CONMENT G ON ThE NIGE
FOnwlaTe 10w, OF COURSE, I +On'T slENTIOn 1De oUT aced DIV 0U 21D &4hT RAPPT

4rt? Oh, 1 fuund nim in S4F5 and sent him a couple of rfostVerns, the NIF let-
terzine and when he commented, I asked nim to do & colwmm. why, I even got him more
ective. He's in the N3F now, end turning stuff out by tas ton for the meanuscript
Bureau. &t least, that's whet I'm told. ()
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This is FANTASY ASPECTS #3, edited by 4dlen J. Lewis. Fa

ig issued by whim and caprices, and mainly vhen I get

enough money together, plus the necessary amount of en=

thusissm. Subs are i5¢ =nd 8@$1l.00. You are urged to

take the letiter course of ection. Send to 4550 west

Maple Road, Birmingham, michigen. Bob Lambeck wants me :3
to ssy thet this is being put out by the vangusrd of

Ninth Fendom, but I really don't believe him--do you?
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Thez'otas a men in Cspada who claimed seriously to dislike Hoger Pe Greham, &nd
te be in almost constant telepathic contect vivh fog Faillips; & women in Los 4npelcs
whe proved by letter and verse from the biebrix storicec tiat Rog Fhillips was perhaps
the greetest "adept® of modern times; & :en in Virginie who publishzd an =announcemmnt
that Rog rhillips is the incarnation of en Jrcren:lz; end a man in Ste feul who was

- genuinely surprised that anv of tac siories by Fe t. Grahem were enything but streight
science fiction end feautasy.

There was & yourg men in & soutiern state vwho tnoucht he wes teking his life in
his hends in writing me, end took cereful precesutions to prevent my killing hime He
hed penetrated the gecret message in "So Skhall fe heap', and wes aemanding to be in=-
cluded emong those vho went into the redio=active-proof srtificial ceves being constr-
uoted to house mankinde He hed written all tais dowa &ad given it to an unnamed frien:
to hold, %o be turned over to the police if he mel vith come mystecrious death instead
of getting e ticket to the cavese There vas a yourng lady in Michigen who wrove after
the ennouncement of a Russian atom bomb being oxplodsa iun Siberis thet ghe and a few
others now knew thet "So Shall. Ye Reap" ves trie, erd waen 1 enswersd ner telling her
that I, who wrote the story, didn't belicve it was true, she answered theaking me for
trying to reassure her, but she still knew it wes true == fects wers facts.

Those ere e few, a very few, of the letters I have reccived, or thet Liff-Davis
has received and I have read, thaet ny stories and erticles have given rise to. They
have nothing to do with the Shaver Mysterye Ifrom the very stast of my writing I bave
conalstently steered clear of sounding like Shever =- not for any personal reason, but
s8imply beceuse e second fiddle, no metter how sweet, is elusy3 a second flddle.

By far the mejority of my meii, meil from eponle uio uerve never written me before,
has been sensible and ordinary. I've made meny friends through that maile 4 «ood mam
of you reading this article have writien me &t some time or another, snd some of you
heve letters from me in your filee. £ few of vou know me persornaily or have met me
in persone Or meybe more then e fewe Probably et least 50 of you. So I'm guite sure
I won't be sterting e feud or creating & misundersteading in this erticle, in which
I am going to tell sbout some oi the wore uanusuel contacts end experiences I have had
on account of my writing.

The most unusuel by far was a young ledy who lives near San Jfrenciscoe & letter
from her ceme to Ziff-Davis two years egoe &t that time T wesn't so snowvad under with
correspondence, end wes answering most of my wails. I wrote.her & thenk-you letter

for her kind words apout my stories, since the letter hed becn cent to me personslly.
I received enother letter from her immediectely. I would neve screiched it off as
"crackpot¥, but that night I hed e very vivid dreem in which I sew her fece. The next
morning when I woke up I haed the convietion it had bsen she.

I wrote and frenkly told her of the dreem, snd ssid I wes interested in such
phenomena that might hesve evidence of sgupernctural taings such &s esgd, &nd would she

Christ: 4n 4uhobiography by kog ¥hillips Grehem. Spacenarp #42, SepiembeT 1950 Z;




send me her picture so I could compars it with the fece in the dream. 3he refused,
but countered by esking for umy picture.. I happened to heve two snapshots oFf me in rmy
office, one sitting etv ny typer, the other of me lyinz on my davenporio 1 tcok taem
out of the drawer and studied esach, trying to decide which one to send aer,. I looked
at the one of me sitting et the typer. My eyes went to the lezs, end @ thougnt entex
ed my mind that they were the legs of & cripple, [ frowned v the thcughtv, stretcheld
out on the davenport end the thought returned. "Tnose axre the iegs ol a cripple.!

It wasn't so, and the thought was irrationel. But 1've had & good meny expericnces
with esp, and this thought had the "feelt,

The trouble with genuine esp is thet more often than not it comes disguised by
one's own thoughts, and it's a problem for Freud to get undernestn the symoolism of
one's ovn mind end zet to the reel impressions., I ieasoned, "Since I em definstely
not crippled, could this meen that she is?"' I took the ceimble snd wrote har, seying
I thought she wes an invalid in some way, perhens uneble to welke &he susuwecred thed
1 wes correct up to & cervain point. Oy this time shs hed spporeatly fallen for ne,
end was comparing the tv.o of us to Srowning and hig invaiid girl-friend. 1t wes ebout
this time I was preparing to spend & winter in Los &éngeles, I decided I would drop
up and see her -- not for the rometic el=pment, it seys hers, but in er investigaetion
of this pay dirt in esp thet I hed stumbled ontas. I ned another dreswm in whickh I saw
her. I &lso sew & strange fece thet looked lige it migat belong to a Filippinoe

To make a loag story shorter, I did g£o up &nd visit her, staying for severel days
Her features, so vividly etched into my mind thioush those two dreems, were exactly
&s I hed seen them in every deteil. Tue first tine I sew her in tne flesh she was
looking cut a windowi es my téxi arove up, eand I recegnised her. It wes senuine esp,
over a distance of 240) ailese

4nd here are where tae subtle chenges in esp come ine Insteed of her lexs be=~
ing cut oif or peralyzcd or anythiang like tuet, sile ned hesrt trouble in an sdvenced
stege that prevented her from stayircg out oif bed aore then a few minutes et & time.
She was not given more then s few months more to livae

But the moment I errived I “felt" thet soaetain. wesn't quite koshere I couldn't
ley my finger on ite 1 had alresdy diccovered thst she velieved that all dreens were
genuine psychic experiences witn an opjective exislence on goiritnel planes. oShe was
ell mixed up, &nd there wesn't much tinet could ke doone on thet scoreo

I went to town elone one dey, just to get eway end vhink things oute In town I
hsd my second surprise, end one that I can't explaine 1 got into e vcker geme, lost
a few bucks, esnd then wendered down the street. I met end nesed the Filipopino I had
seen in thet dreem in Chicego, as suthnentic in every fecial deteil es this girl's
features hed beens

I went beck to her nouse still undecided sbout things. Then she reslly let her
heir down and I discovered whet had peen bothering ms. She bad a certain ebility et
esp, but the combinetion of theat snd unrestricted dreeming vith the belief that they
vwere all the seme and objectively resl, hed led her to & pretty absurd goal.

She believed I was the incarnation of Christ, end thet I hed cnosen ner as the
instrument to prove ny Identity to tae world. She was going to die end be pronounced
deed by toe doctorse In three dey: sfter she died I wes going to raise her from the
dead, &nd she was going to ve my disciple, end e€ll the .orld was going %o accent me
@8 Christ.

Under my breeth 4 said "Christ!" end made e graceful exit. & fortunatcely vtimed
letter v@8 my excuse for humryig basck to Lé. She wes e die-heard, znd for a year after
I got letters from her in wihich she imegined I wes still talking to her via tne astral
planes.. 1t was & close call.. Une taing I must not do is let the world know I'm
Coriste That business is too competitive. There ere fewer good wrivers in the world
todey then Christs, end more demand for theme Join L. 48tley-Cock, orne cif tne assoc-
iete editors of the Chicago Trivune ceme out esnd hed lanch with me & couple of inonths
820.. During the course oi our conversetion be mentioned then an everege of a Christ
a week walks in end demsnds the Trib ennounce dis Presence to the worlde Somme of them
get quite bitber sbout all the imitators that gum things up. I toought of my exper-
ience and said "ha ha"® quite hollowly into my coffee cup.
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The second most remarkeble experiencs brouzht 1o me through my correspordence wa:
a8 letter from Dick Shever vhen ne lived at Barto, Fenasylveania, ead I lived on the
west coaste The letter's contents weren't unvsuel. I was homa alone except for iy
dog, a wirs=haired terrior, since deceased, I don't krow how to explrin whet hepnencc
end I cen't make head or teils of it, so I'll tell it ,just tLe vey it heopesed. I
brought my mail into the kitchen end 1leid it douwn on the dreinscerd. Fzuper was staiad
ing there wsgging his teil, looking up &t me, I odenca Jics's letters Something
geemed to jump out of it. Pepper veciked up, then ren into the front room like tie
devil was aefter him.

I "sensed" thet something cewe to e peuse in front of me sbout tvo feet off the
floors I focused my eyes cerefully viaere I "knew" tne sowuetiing tu be. sy eyes coulc
see ebsolutely notiing et eny time, yet I followed tinis something froim tae xitchen in-
to the iront room, studying my "impressioas® of it. It either hed no size or wes no
larger then en insect, end invisiole. I "sensed" a shriil whining like e aigh speed
mechine.. when I went into the living room Pepper Fried wo hide behind & casir, whin-
ing in intense fear. e ren ebout tne roomr Like he wes neving &€ fear fit.e 1 followec
this souething eround, beading over ead trying to mexe out &t least some visible evid=
ence of it, elweys 'knowing" its exect locetion, as did Pspner.

It wes there for nelf an hour, end then suddenly wes gine, end aever returnad.
The instent I "felt" it leeve, Pepper cuicted down end wasn't efrsid eny wore, though
epprehensive 1or an houar or two efterveri. nis resccbions preciude tae possibiiity of
this pelng ny imeginetion; but of course this 1g a personel experience of no value
evidently to ryselfs I've often wond:rel wanet it coilae heve been. Some phenowenon
connected with Shever end his ceves? rrobeply. ohetever it wase. it errived inside
en ordinery letter thet cortsincd notaing unusuel end wes purely frisndly chitchat
from Shevere

Once several yeers czo, Fey Pairer snd I slmost got infto some trouble over a guy
who hed spent his life concocting s theory zbout ths origin of plernets and soler wyste
gyastems. Wwe listened to his theory. It had many sound things in it and many not so
sound.. WE couldn't do enything with it though, end scveral nonths later a story that
appeared in Amezing hed some stuff in it veguely similer to hise. He threstensd to sue
Rey, and although he didn't it teught me & lesson never fto rez2d supposedly originel
stuff from strengers.. So when I got a letter fromn someone e@ll hot to become my pert-
ner to solve ell the mysteries of the universe I felt very unconforteble snd spent
several deys wondering what to do about it. DLDuring thesc severel days ne w.rote scvere
dozen peges expounding ell nis theories -- which I didn't reed. Iinelly I returnsd the
to him w sh & br ef note seying that since 1 was siso engesed in resesrch perailel to
his I couldn't either reed nis unpublished stufi ox discuss my own unpuolished stuff -
with him, because ownership would be infringed if any of it coircided. I mention tnat
beceuse it was a good idea, and so.e of you might beneiit oy it ycurselves if you ever
get in e similer situstion.

Ny third most urusuel letter ceme to me wituout oeing reiled. It wes peck in the
deys when the deCourcies were in Seettie cultiveting uy fricendsnip so they could sell
Hey Pelmer stories. They were dengiing tiheir "beit" in frout of uy eyes == a uyster=.
ious spirit thet telked through Jack deCourcy end wede ell sorts of claims. Later
Jeck snd Dot esserted in an open letter to fendow thet tnis spirit Joe wes a hocex taey
hed used to sell stories but - well, listen to tnis:

I had drorped over to their plece in the nousing center st »hite Center in West
Seattle. Dot said to Jeck, "maybe we should - " end seck said, ".io, we should vigit,
Joe doesn't want us to." Dot seid, "sut if we weit until it happens rog could never
be sure vwe hedn't written it then instead of nowe" Jeck ssid, "we didn't write it.
Joe dide But you have sometning there. uleyve we should give it to aim sesled, to
open when we tell him." Dot said, "Sut if we Lot him read it now he cen have that
encouragemente " To wiich Jsck seid, "iou're right."

ne went into the bedroom cnd brought out & shneet of psper. it wes signed "Joe!,
end said my wife vwould be releesed from the hospitel on & certain delinite dete thet
waes ebout three months eway at the time. (I was merried then but not nove.)

On my rext visit to the bospitel I asked the doctors il they hed eqy ides when
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she could be relessed from the nospital. They hedn’t. I menbticned bais dete. Tae
doctor said, "rost emphaticclly no. Her inprovement would have to be nmirecalouss”

On the exact dete predicted oy this hosx "Jee! cghe wes releesec froin the aos~
pitels To meke it ever cuter, her Tezcvsry usd been so good thaat the doctors hed
plenned on releesing her a week eerlier taen that dete. oult at tLe lest minute decide
to keep her enother week to make sure there would vbc no reizpss,

Some of my most invecesting nail hes come fiom the fensie of The spscies. Taers
heve been outright proposals of merrizse, bDat more ofbsu just nice letters wita e
(wmiss) before their nemes. Usually, of the ones I've apswered, taey surn out to pe
young ladies who have no thought of merrying hog Thillirs. The iemale mind is ad-
roitly "trenspersnt! in thet respect, and cea find more weys of seying somebining vita-
out ssying it than any null-4 I ever heczrd cf.

In spite of the fact thet my mother eund fetuer merrizd eftcr heving only corres-
ponded, the idea doesn't particulerly appsel to me. (ly dsd wed in the Sprenisa-
smerican War, end one of his buddies hsd a sistzr. ESince iy ded didn't get eny mail,
this buddy talked him and nis sister invo wrifing eesca .ovher, &nd when the wer vwes
over my ded vwent up to Christmen Iliinois respendent in anis eriy uniform end hendlebai
mousteche, so naturelly liom was a sushover.) & girl that falls in love with me from
resding my stories is falling for a different men then she'll ever meet in the fleshs
He is & part of my mind thet nhides, for the most part, when otners erec srounde. LEven
noise or troubles csuse it to pull in its heeds It manifests itself orly through my
fingers on the typewriter. So zay zirl thst falls for thet pert of we is in for s
sad ewakening when end if she meets me. Lnowing tals, I feel it's like cerrying on
g romence by proxy ioxr e guy who will ran ¢nd leeve e holding the brg - get ite 1
just got it myself; that's wiay I eskeds

bor tne most pert leiters ere extremely ploesnut to gete I neve received two
letters that mede me extrenely uncoafortevle. They viere over the CLUZ HUUSLS. The
first waes from a postel employee in Censd: wino ook me to tesk over & statement I mede
in my column sbout Canadian discriminaticon ageinet US megezines.. e sccused me of
deliberately and criminally trying %o upset diplometvic relstions between Censda and
the US, which had been smiceble up to thene.

The other upsetting letter wes frowm & Britisher who from ais werding was writing
for his Greet Asmericen Public, althougi toe letiter wes eddressed to we. Its essence
was thet when I seid in the CLUB nOUSE thet "the stetue of liberty was the only thing
we ever got from any Europeen country" I vies elienating the effections ana loyalty of
ell Lurope -- and ve 4mericens would need £ll the loyality we could ouy when nussia
started ine. He demanded thet 1 puolish his letter in the CLUB :#H0USs. WNaturelly I
didn't.. 4ll Europe including ingzlend {which i hsve never considered in the seme brest
with burope in my own mind) will just heve to keep on neving its feelirgs hurt, and
embrace the slavery of comaunism vwhen the tiie comes, just to spite me, rether than
fighting to meintein what freedom they have. (xeh, rah, ren our sids!) ((it is
blesphemy, no doubt, but I'll bet thet some of the less scirentic, or more sensible,
Europeans heve never hserd of our boy Log. -~ Fran leney);

I even got & levter & few years back from ¢ fellow writer who was having merital
troubless. He didn't love nis vife, he said, end was in love vwith & wonderful girl in
Denver whom he had never met out hed been corresnendin. withe He wanted wy (hog Fhil-
lips") advice. It was terse. I just esked kim, "why doi't you stop being e son of a
bitch?” He showed .y letter to his wife who egreed with me, or so he seide Wiy
resction made him admire we so mucn he wented to mnset me in nerson - end gy resction
to thet wes to move. (I had ceen tainxing of moving snyway.)

Every once in a while I geot & letter from scme fen who seems to heve the belief
thet I a. the lesder of stfendom end excrt & tremendous influsnce, being zble to use
the CLUB HOUSE to exext pressure on fanse. Two ci tuese letters heve pecn Ifrom fans
"being run out of fendom by sone sob" ssking for my help To gevs vacm. <£novher was
from & "fen” who hed decided fendom was too teme lately and wented to get snotner feud
of some kind sterted, esking iy aelp. He weuld write a ot open letter to fendom if
I would write & hot reply. Obviously I have neither the abiliby nor the cesire to
exert any kind of pressure or disciplinery movement ageinst 2oy pert oi' fandome The
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only exception to that is when I heve exposed the rseding pubiic to possible mulchting
in what seems to be a fraude. If and when thet happens I will publisk in the CLUZ
HOUSE just enough of & stebtement to waera tae public egainst sending eny money to the
thing, to correct my previous voosts. JIven ther: T can't do it of Howard oprovwne cuts
it oute The perticulsr cese in questios is tne & H.d. of eshinpgton D.C.

Fen mail is the enswer to ny being able to so censistently sell iy vwiorse IL've
had rejections from publishers, bub I heve never vwrittsn a2 story I neven't sold, [
heer thet other suthors have tieir sacrad pile of rsiected shories the¢ have nede the
rounds end been given up, their current halt-dozsn nopsrfuls thet muzht te sold yet in
the expending merkete I don't have & sirgic reject heaging around, nor do I heve sny
stories out "making the rounds"e .hen I write a story it's sold. «en msil ses done
thates There are tuq veys in which it had done 1it, besiades tihe fen weii taet coues in
on & Rog rhillips storye.

The 1irst and most importent wey thet fan mail hes aslped me is tais: & greet deal
of uy stuff is published under pen-nemes invented oy tue sdidtors. The stories tre ap=
perently the toxk of vrend new end unknown writers., Yen weil comes in giving the store-
ies nigh reting end esking for more of thet new eutuorls stuaif. Thet's tne tyoe of
thing that boosts my stock with editors. There neve even ceen timss wnen fen letters
heve placed the "new" euthor wey sbove hog rfnillips -~ &nd by fans 1 know, who would
be very surprised to learn I wes this other eutasr %4ool

The second wey in which fen meil hes helined me follows ths same pettern but with
e different auglee &s often as not Zifi-D vis aud Slezk ouy nmy storizss witaout read-
ing them.. They know they cen do so sefely beceruse if a story were to »rove too poor
for publication I would meke it zood with enothor story of the seme wordage without
protest.. 4nd when I sey too poor for publication, 1 meen in the editoxr's ooinione
There was one story bought without rceding it, aud wihen the megazine was being put to-
gether it was behind schedule, Thevy took & cuaence end sent the menuscript to the
typesetters without reeding it until thaey got the ove: 2 proofs to correct. “hen they
reed it end were horrifieds It vioiated every rulz of vwritiog. It was derinitely no
goode They got me on the phoaece I rushed right dovin end resd it myself. I hsd to
sgree vlth theme It wes sosolutsly no good, bBut tuere wed notining thet could be dones
It wes set in type; there wesn't time to renlece it, 1lst alone stead for e bewlingout
from the front office for wested typesetting. I was set to work on tne proolen of
"seving® the story in some way by minor cutting wut end egually winor correctio:.s that
could be rushed through the typezsetterse I couldn't find enytning thet could ve cut
out end improve the stoiy. One of the editors snd 1 cooked up a couple of nerssTraphs,
one in the middle of the story and ore et tiae ends &£1so the nacie of the eushor was
chenged. Fen mail rated the story excellent, and oujected ouly to tne two peragrephs
we hed inserted!

Speaking of thet, I got e big kick out of the fen meil rcublishcd in TwS on wmy
story "Quite Logical”s That stoxy ned orliginelly oveeu 11,000 words. Sam sent it pack
say ing he wented it if I could cut it to 9003 I didn't ses hov it could be done,
but did it and sent it beck to hime I ¢ot it back with a note seying they would buy
it if I cut it to 6500. I had already cone all tae cutting in the first half. I still
refused to change & word in the lest nslf, the descent on washington and the white
Houses I cut the damn thing to 6500. Seam bought it. One of the fen letters publish-
ed said it was cut too much in tine first nelfd

There are two wore letters I think will esmuse you. One ceme to Ziff-Davis from
a lerge radio end TV production sgency in New York. It seid thet this egency vies
desirous of entering into the stf field, end in surveying the market had ssttled on
tvwo authors they wented to contect first, end requestsd their sddresses. The suthors'
nexes wers hog Phillips end Creig Browninge

dovard Browne celled me on the phone and reed tne letter, suggesting that I ense-
wers Wy answer wes very short: "Dear Sir: Inesmich €3 I em botnr of these guthors your
tesk is much simplifiede Yours truly, Re Peo Graham.

They called me long distance the moment they received my letters 4nd et this
writing it seems fairly certein I will be having a helf bour TV sif show tefore longe
I've written the first three stoiies for this series, the first of winica appears .in

Fah
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the first issue of -*%Imaginaticn” on the stands Lugust lste & Fog Fhillips story.

By nsture I'm a skeptic, so I'1i not rezlly pelieve this show will go on the eir
until I see it --&nd when I see that sheow it wiil be oy greatvest thyill since my fivst
cover story "So Shell Ye Keap'. ,

I've spoken in this arisicie of & coupls of mysteries In connesction with the let-
ters I've received. The biggent mystery to me is wibv ny writings ere populer. I
think thet is the big mystery to ell writers who s2ll. &%t the start i recogrnised a
definite eyele to successful wriilers: (a) the pericd of learning tc wriite erd finelly
selling, (b) the period of success during vhich stories crecte favcrebls resder res-
ponse but tne writer doesn‘t know why, end (o) the Aeclinz, during waica tae writer
is doing better worik than ever before put it's unpopuler or crectes no responss. L've
reslised I was vulnersble so loag es I éidn’t know why mv stuff was populer, and have
tried to isolste thet factor which msde & story ponuler. ot heving ever found it,
I'm still vulnereble, I mey often sound like en ezomenisce. cut witn each story I
write I pasuse to frown end consciously reciise oy wvuluereLility, and to edanit to my- .
self that with this story uy decline mey be starting, with e nelpless to prevent it

Conseyurntly, when I receive = lettsx like the cne I'm going to quote verbatim,

I feel very good ebout it. It cames with my letest cnecx from Z-D, and wes vwritten by
rowerd Brovne. It wast

Deer suthor:
Carist, of I couid only
write es good as youd

Your sincere edmirer,

Jo weliingbon Flutch
Editor

4nd es soon es Howerd finds I've mede public nis letter I will be fired.
Hogera

imilwioivielislisleinislel=i=lvl=lmlelcrielninliniciclel=icvliel=i=lvisle=lelnielimwimi=i=i=

44Underlined quotetions are Ho C. Xoenig'sey9

RQUOTLT IORS 400D COMMATS
oy
#The Outsider!

® FROM "4 SONG TO LEZSLIZ" IN *8UD7URLETY
"ledy: I do net sing’
I string & tangle =-=
ieslie: 1 do not stare
I trip end strangle',

It's not a bad idea

®* ¥ROM #SEX IN STEF! IN "THE FINT.SY Fan' VOLIWE 3, WUMBIR 1l.°

The need sexs we have 86Xe Sex is us. e are 8cxo we are sexuel.!

q? kigewd; we have a Gertrude Stein in Sesience fiction.

From HEADER &ND COLLE&CTOR, Volume 1, Numbers 2 & 3, dated E&y end September 1939.
#The Outsider” was the editor, 4. C. Aoenig




“.ne reel possivilities oifered oy £« heven't oe.an to pe exnlored yet.
eseserile musicelly winaed Ieu cen Iind some usiyue vey of raunin. in ais pet
pieces . ith ientesSyeeese” rrom tie fublisued writisy.s o:f kobert .« Lowides.

ind 50, i1 L don't weet with too trewsuious indiriereice, 4 saell discourse
now &ead taen on some uusice 1 cen't promise to telk only evout cieces taet neve
nonest eud truly featestic progrems, out shell tuy to stied to t.uem Ior tue wost
part, ena oI course saell stesr cleer of cnestnuts lixka M sigat on St 1d ..oun~

tein" woa "Dei:se neceorel,.

(1) (2,
! * - _/'”“-\'.\ . | 0 (//'L ..P' 5 ; ] ‘(1} i :
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I'lm ii0 euthority on +4ixericen Opers, bub oi taose I ipov, Puone" by fthe
lete woveitio.:evker, is zy fevorite. It won & tea tacuse:d aolier orize offered
oy tane iLebtropolitea Upere Comoeny Lol Hae best active orere, talnty yeers ego,
weg perror.ed & few times tae first seeson, immensely liged by critics &nd eudi-
ences, &ud rs i:0t epoeered in tas opere holse siace there, end rerely elseuuere.
Inis ceused & .reet aeel oi sceaazlized cow.ent: some ssid tue ret's meue_esent
just didn't like smericen music, ead others iusisting thet the cia_ers stbote.ed
the pertor.zuces. lrrecerdless, you just don't neexr it zodey.

‘he plot is simple. fae tiwe is nineteaen ce.turies .o, in sritein uander
sKomen ruls. In e iorest nut live ~nye end «-oon; toeir son, Gloow; tigir ioster-
deugater, soue (viom they founa in tne sovest ss e vevy, end edopted pDeceus. siae
bore es & virth-merx tae secred -iscu o0& tue ureet weue); eiod hiel, & caengeling.
Geyu., in reelity son oi tne Goveranor of oritien, livia. nere disgilisca es €
sriton i en eiiort to cuell revolt, is in love witn sonee a8 loves all, LUt

rentesy ia music: rert 1 oy zerry werner, Jr. norizens ,li, ..eptemper 1942 ](:)




believes herself destined for greater things--en independent Zritian. She tells of a
dreem she has repestedly: she welks between & forest end a raging see, driving peck
the waters with a sword; e feceless figure cores, atliempvs to wrest the sucrd from ker,
she sleys it, and the weters overwielmr ner. She ceauob descide whket this weans: the
forest is cleerly Britien, the see Kcme--but how does the feceless figure fit in? 4rit
hes killed one of the Romen army of occupetion, and displays *he sword, It is the one
she hed dresmed of! Ske wields it enthuciesticelly, end acciuenteliy wouads Gwynn
slightly~-"gy thet same blade, it is tay doom to die®, Gloom prophesies to Guynn. &
Berd (the term haed religious significence then) enters, tziLls thet rone has been chosel
leader of the rebeilion, a&nd all including Gwynn sweer en oetin of 8sescrecy. i1is et=
tempts to quell the =bellion ere futile. iie weets anis fether, who vishes to nis the
rebels in the bud, snd persusies him to wait & little: rernaps bloodsned cen yet be
averteds Guwynn finds Mona alone, overwhelms her ty his paysicsl seif &nd being end

at the crucial moment, as she hes decided to ferget dreems of glory end be nis, men-
tions Britisne. Her pstriotism inflemes, she ceuses hia to bs tsken prisoner, and the
etteck is to be mede &t once. She heg lezined of his Romen bLirth end fears trsacherye.
The revolt is completely wrecked by overvhelmingly powerful nomen forcese &4rto is kil-
led, Gloom wounded, end in the exciteaent Gwynn escapes. rlone weils thet sbhe has fail-
ed to fulfill her destiny. Gloom pierdes the bhypocrisy: he tells hcr whst she has
done was merely a girl's vanity and dream--God and Britien reslly had nothing to do
with it; snd he hes not followed & Ceuse; ke veanted mone for nimselis feeeeowe dress

ourselves In decencies of motive, dey bty day, Til our own heerts hide from us
and we march On proudly, leeding Gode ©Uh, we believe Our high woras while
we speek them! DNo desire ber rraise in usona, nor in me for her-- 4ll was for

Britiend" Guynn rushes in, urges taem to seve tuemselves, end reveels himself as the
son of the Governor end not tae treitcy ione believes nim to bes She will not listen,
believing his words merely more Liese. 4t lest she cunningly stebs him--the two pro-
phecies of the first scene of the opere are fulfillea cs Gwynn diese The Governor
comes on and finds nis son's body; furious, he cornfirms Gu.ynn's words t¢s the tiuta,
while Nial sees Guwynn's soul shimmeripe high in the sir, as if weiting end wetching.
The defezted sre texen prisoner, and wmone realizes the thole truthe She rationelizes

the situation: "I have done only whet I st Leve done, being nyself, aolding by
my own sight +nd my own blindnescss. I hkeve sougiit beyond Love, end socove
beauty, turning awey From God to point whet wey tas world should go, Scorning
my life because I found it reir, Following tie wiiite fire of endesvor dowa

Under the last horizon, where stars fell, énd tne sea tskes me, end the night ends
all, - &nd the brave deeds I was too breve to do Slunber, forgotteneeecses I
heve had dreems, Unly great dreemsd 4 women vould heve vonl"

First of all, the opers has & good libretto. It conteins no truly greet poetry,
but it wes obviously written by somsons who knew opers end iis problems.

But mogt importent, of course, is Parker's music. The opere hes wesn compared
fevorebly with Debussy's "Pelless end ielisende". Not bzing scgusinted with thet
work, I cen be of no help, but do incist "lone" sourds like none of Debussy's music
thet I have hearde It might, rather, heve been uritten oy & Ceger Frencic wao did not
spend most of his life as & church orgenist and composer. The nost cueracterisiic
thing about the score is its sbsolute fireedon from coaventionel Larmonic treetment.

It becoumes atonel only for a pasge or two in the lest act; elsewhers there is slways a
sense of keye. But thet sense of key is slweys shiftiag, changing. The opera might
just as well be written in the key of C major taroughout, end sccidentsls edded where=-
ever needed, for the changes in key come so fest thet the signeturc would have to be
eltered every few bars to retain the treditionzl metihod of indieceting keye (& compro~
mise is instead effected, the signeture chenginz only when the accidentals become nu-
merous enough to be clumsy.; There sxre not a half-dozen full ceadsnces in the entire
worke

Parker esdheres pretty closely to the leitmotif systeme There erc & aozen impor-
tant themes, and numerous others of less signiricance. These zie trected with the
utmost freedoim. On the preceeding pege I quote two. (1) is esceocieted wiita Guynn

|



end his workings for peece, end reelly has no pesic fcrm--it's a series of noses. el-
tered end vorked over in every conceiveble wey, much ¢3 Liszbt's "Tes Preludes! is con-
structede Tiis particular version accurs most frequersly. (2) signifies uouut or un-
certeinty in general, end hMona'’s choics betwesn Guynn and Destipy in rarticular. -

The main problem is to find a wey to bheer thc migize £ yoi1 even’s erle 1o play
the pieno end so use the vocal score, vublished vy Schicmer's, J dca*t knovw what to
suggests No excerpts from tae op3re vwere listed in twe e hnrce reccocyrd catelogs
I checked, and the only poriticn of the opsra I've ever seen progre.ancd £or & concers
ig the short opening prelude. This, I supposz, is prytLly vecause there ere very few
pessaeges effective for seperste pexrformence. Thers is a wonderf iy duet oetwesr Mona
and Gwynn, perheps eguel to the love music in Tristac, which smouldsrs. throughoat
with a restreained pessionetc, aimost voluptuocic ecstecy. Unfortunately, there is
esbsolutely no soint where it cen be ended for coucert pertormsncee Tne peelade, before
mentioned, though, would mske en eifective short nunber. <Tioe finel ten or firteen
minutes of the opers bLelong to wona, in 8 lenz nmusicel peroration thet inevitebly is
compared with the finel scene of *“Die Go‘teraamnerQA'“, and suffers by the comparison.
4 full symphony orchestra and e soprano goleist with & Sre.ziafously pouerful voice ere
nesdeds The only other thing in the opzrs remoielv rsscmdbiing en erie is e scens for
Niel at the beginning of the second sc¢t; it might do, put I'm afreid would be inef-
fective out of its proper place in the oners., Thaesrs ere no long orchzstral pesssges,
or guiteble choruses. It's e uusic drsme, ec.ua:ly., =2ad not en opera in the Italian
tredition. (I forgot to mention some perzgraghs cack that tae Libretto was written
as a protest sgeinst, of ell things, sufirege for .owenl) N\

It isn't, naturelly, & perfech ooexs. or LHhe sreetest ever uwritten. ! There sre
faults. Perker's recitsetive, wun.ch £t the climsciic wonments is sunerd, orten descends
to depths of mediocrity. The opcre is so Long as wo ve tiring, I belleve, if pre=-
sented uncut; howvever, tihere is no soparent reduncency or redding ¢énd cutting would be
difficulte One scene between ona esnd Gloom could pne cubt down witinout much dremstic
or musicel loss; thet's ebout sll. The music, especiaily Gayun's, is written without
much regard for the powers of voecrzl endurence--I don't hnow of a single living Tenor
who could sing his pert ideeliy. Niel is e vecry ticklimh problem; vhoever seng his
part would need to be & fine ector to prevont the role frou beiang ridiculous.

* In other words, try to leern more about the cpers, zad hear sone ot the irugic if
you possibly can. Next issue, I shall ettempt to prcve that Cffcnoech's ‘Tales of
Hoffmenn" is something fer more importent end much better tasu tre Tinilling iittle
light opers it's usuelly considered to be.
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THE ZDIMOH J4uS %% Continued from pege 2

YOU'kE FRETTY PHOUD 4BOUT GETTING v INTO Tdi N3F, LniliV YOU.
Wwhy sure. Shouldn't 1 pe?
ONLY 4 FOOL @K &ND Aiv N3FELS wOULD bk ThaT.
Quiet you, or 1'll cut you ofrf gy meiling list.
SO WideT® I DIDN'D P4Y.
Guiet then, I'1l pey your dues into the N3E Now then, eay other Questlons?
SURELY, »¥ GaOOD rELLOW. VwnY ! 1 CURGED Wiln ThIS?
well, that comes for various reasons. 1'll snumerste helov.
; issue | -
esesesiou paidy and your suvb expires with/number../.. It it's with this issue,
please rerew,
sesseel trade with you for.-...............-.........'....-.....“....-.-;u..........
eesesslel!s trade or something
esssesYOu wWrite religeously every issue, or soaetaing likgs. You &re, tho, requested
to suvscribe., Wwateh cut, tho; next issue I may stert up a lettercol.

I ]

sseeeel want you to suescéibe or write -- prefeirebly bothe If you don't, the hapd of
fete .may cut you off my list, C)
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I l (::) r | ' \\'/ [— when I vw2s cousiderebly younger,lfifteen

cents would get me into tie Saturdsy matinee

F% et the local Grede 3 movie housa, where tne bill was in- ("\
r] varibly Buck Jones or Tom uilix or sometinss doialong Cas- R
[) g8idy. &round the seme time I ceme across e bock in.the

p public librery titled Picture Storiss frcm the Jdyssey ()
or some such. The euther of this book had teken severel of ths juiecier \
episodes from Homer--Cyclop's ceve, the voyage to dedes, thes Sirens,
éfj and retold them in a style shrewdly calculeted to appeel to zdolescents,
each story being liverally sprinkled with pictures.
4t first I was skepticel of the book, for I wondered why enyboady in |’/
his right mind would cere whast heppened to & ounch of Grzeks who lived
, three thousend yeets sgo. However, wnen I gterted browsing through it, J\\”
I found that it was pretty neerly as good as Hopelirg Cessidye I had
e fegeling thet between thes epics of the wendering xing and the edven=
tures of the six-gunslinging plainspen, there were cerisin identicel é;;}
(::) elementses It wes not until ten yeers lLeter, waen I wes in ¢ollege, un-
successiully trying to vwrits cheep fiction &ra doi.g some serious read=-
raw ing including E.V. Rieu's trensletion cof the Qdyssey when it first came rﬁw
out in & Penguin Ldition, that the sirnilsiities becemec & livtle clearer
10 mnee r’1
Does it seem dero.etory to compars domsr to those moderns who ad-
\ mittedly write only for moncy? It 1s rot meent to be. In every age
there is going to be & uess sudience which demsnds en sdventure stoxry
about a heroic wenderer who pesses tarough the cluitches of severel wom=- <EE>
en but who remsins faithful to his One Tiue Love, who trevels with & band of
usuelly feithful companions, who bettles stormy sees (or dusty deserts), who is
lavishly feted by royelty or aristocrscy~~end somebody is going to supnly this (:::
demand. Homer, et any rate, has no monopoly on the plot. I have resd taois very
story by Somerset Meugham at least tuice, and once episce by lordoff aand dall,
Jeck London, end Edger Rice Burroughse - \>/
4nd is not Cessidy himself a visnderer, rozming with his faithful
compenions aciass the western plains, boosting wihetever is good and squelching
whatever is evil, and possibly sesrciing for some lost, nelf-rememdered home? &t the
end of every Hopalong picture I ever sew, there is & pink-cheeked przirie belle who
grabs Bill Boyd by the erm end unsuccessfully tries to persuszde aim tosteye.
A Calypso couldn't hold her msn either.

In the Odyssey, the goddess Lthene serves es & device to rescue our
hero from the opposing forces that threeten to crusn him; erd khowever excited we may
become while Odysseus is facing Scylle and Cheryodis, #e know aeep down inside thet
he is going to triumph just es we know that Hopalonc--t0 consider the rodern epic
figure=--is not going to ceash in his caips before the cettle rustlers (or suitors,
in Homer's version) do. Yet the storyteller must proviae obstscles galore for the
hero to overcomes These oostecles must come fiying «t tvhe hero wita tie regulerity
of bullets from a cerefully oiled Gerrand; i.e., nc sconer does Odysscuc lose & lot
of men &% Ismarus than contrery winds come up end blow anim off bhis course, his men
eat Lotus end heve to be dregged beck to the sihip, and on cnd cn,

Every time one of these obstacles coues up, the hero must either quash
it or be queshed himself-~at lsest temporsrily. 4.8 everybody who has ever iried
writing & long plotted narrative knows, it is a good ide: Yo neve your hero lose
out once in a while, ox else your reader vill sey to bkimself, “iw, this guy is too
good--he elways wins®, and go beck to wetcning televisione

while, of course, the greet Greek oerd did no% have to run competition
with the roller derby, he nonetheless possessed a keen story-sense and knew how %o
use it to edventmges &4nd so Oldysseus ingdvertently ieils to prevens his pen rrom
eating the s:cred oxen of tie sun; &ll 2is ren perish with the ship; ne is strended

Homer and Hopalong by Joe Kennerye. Nezreb #7, First Quarter 1952 ] :3



on Calypso's islend for seven yecers. One can imagine nomer's listensrs sitting a-
round their tebles, their winecups forgotten, as they listen intently to tae sirum-
ming of the lyre, ceptiveted es the story uniolds. perhaps nodding tieir nesds esd
wondering to theinselves whetier perheps Odysseus isn’t going to, loge cut eiter alls

It seems likely thet our present-dey magezine sad wmovie writers beve loarned a
good deal more from Homer then they care to ecanit-~inclading bthet valueble story-
telling device, the fleshbsck, es employed in the ZJoyneey's narretive st the Phescian
benquete This device is, of course, extremely comaoa in toe carrent populer mystery .
or westerns 4nd personelly I find Cyclons a far more bslizveble numan veiag “hen the
wax-moustached saloonkeeper of the movies, who is zea;ly the varmlnt that's sceallng
the gold.

The difference, it seems to me, liss not ‘so mich in the elements of wiich both
the Odyssey and its wodern imitations ere mede, ss in the fact thet ilomer--unlike
whoever hacks out Universal's oet operes~--ves a cousistently good writer. Fe sym-
pethized witn his charecters, sympetnized deeply. He even pities his villeins, as
lMire Rieu points out in his highly reededlie introduction, iithess the compassion of
the storyteller for the blinded Cyclops, elone end hslpluss, Snaly iondllng his lest
remeining rame

dbove all, the epic figure with whom tne reader/llsucncr can identify nimself
is highly important. It is no accident, I think, thst tze literaturecs of veried
cultures heve produced Beowulfs, Seigfrieds. end Per:y vigsongs wWithout ‘the hero
embodying everything thet the frustreted resder would like to be, en epic becoes
something else ageine This cvean holds true for e modera adveuture story, eés &
highly-paid pulp megezine editor exrleined to me one tiie as ne mailed beck & brighte-
eyed hopeful story of mine. For citer all, en Cdyssey without Odysseus would not
have lested twenty-nine nundred ysarse
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THE EDITOn Ja&uS == Continued from pege 12
e .quu're a Cultiste.

seseel met you at the Detention, end wes impre sed enough to went to do thise Please

subscribe.
I/ Pap Hfoa gl / A i s
seeeel have s reason, which J.Sono/o-'-co-/au--o/ooOl-o-oooaoouo-o--co-o ---oocl-tacoooo
Lt TV 7/ 4 Y WA ey, /,._,f . /:_f__,,‘_
sesseYou're the weast Coest &1 Lewis. ' Hi, 4le +7 ./ .- =T, P
A g Py /;-f‘,\l = A

F4SCINATING, I'M SUKE. WHeT NOw?

Okey, 1'11 ask the questions for e cheages why haven't you subscribed?

I'LL REPLY WITH ANOTHER QUESTION. wHY 4Rz YOU &LWwaYS ChyING 480UT SUBSCHICT IOLS
WHEN ALWOST NO OTHAER EDTITOR DO&S®e 4RE [0U £} IVLALLLGED®

48 a matter of feet, yes. I heve a very good reesons You see, I have a hidden
expense with FALRTASY ASPECTS. Besides thet of publiguiag, -1 heve thet of getting old
fenziness There are very few fens who will sead fenzines for the postage prices It
teke money to buy them, &nd subscrivptioins ere needed to take cere of its

I SUPPOSE YOU C4l GET VLD ISHUES. makYSE LOU'RE £r¥ ING TO0 wiUC FOR THEMS

I don't think so. If I hed the money 1 could buy 28 S5r.CindlS @ 20¢; 51 LE
ZOMBIE for $6635; 31 SHANGRI-L'LFFAINS for $3.45; 9 FANFARE @ 22¢; 13 SCIAVTI SNLES
@ 15¢, end meny more like tnete You see, I've been able to find en old fan who's
gelling oute wBut I need green stuff in oxder to buy these faazices. This green
gtuff - would coms from subscriptionse

4ND JUST WILL I GET OUT OF SUBSCHIBING®

Plenty! If I heve these fanzines, I cen reprint from them, Thus. for only $1
you'll be sble to read pleniy of fenzine erticles end stories thet you'd LRERSB, ge
eble to sees Good stuff, too. For example, next issue there's = b*llllant7axt1cle
by hey Sradoury from SWEETNESS & LIGHT. Thet's what you'll gets I'm plad to see
you're convinced. Now, give a few finsl words to our audience, okeay? ./

SURE. GO BHOU 4D DU YE LiKkiwIShe SUSSCnlsh TV rélThSY LSPLECES] i
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FR4N 4ND KEN KERULZGER

ubliskers and Jcoissllers

332 SOUTA 4BBOTT ROAD

HewiBURG, NIW ZORK

THE FOLLOw ING BOOKS 4RE £LL BR&ND NBwe SSICIALLY FLICID
AT ONLY $1400 each, or six for 5,00

Aldersan = TO FAME UNKNOWN
éshton = DEEDS OF DARKNESS
Beron =-QUEEN OF THE E4ST
Bourne = .HEN GOD SLEFT

Brown = MARTIANS GO HOME
Burnett = THE BR4IN PICKERS
Burton = S4TAN'S ROCK

Carr = FIRE BURN

Christopher -~ NO BLADE OF GR4SS
Coates = TAE F4RTHER SHORE
Crene - HERO'S WALK

DeRopp « IF I FORGET THEL
Durent - PREDICT IONS

Ewing - I LIBERTINE

Finney « THE THIRD LEV4L
Gielgud = Ca4T

Girvan « FLY ING S4LUCERS
Greenberg = ROBOT 4ND THE &N
Hengen = SCANDAL IN TROY
dessel = LEGION OF THE DAMNED
Howard = THE COMING OF CONAN
Judd ~ GUNNER C4DE

Kersh - FOWLER'S END

Klass = MAYBE I'M DEAD

Kubeck « CALANDAR EPIC

Meine = TIMELINER

MCIntost =~ BOHN LEADEH

Meed - THE SRIGHT PHOINIX
Michelet = SATANISM & w ITCACRART
vMorrison « SPACE ROVEK ON LikRS
O'yiore ~ THE DEVILS CROSS
Parry = VaVéru.

Pnillips = THE MISLAID CHakui
Pratt - TaLES FROM GLVAGLN'S BaR
Robinson ~ THE FOV Ik

Rooney = THE COURTS Orf WWVOKY
Schulberg = HATERFAONT

Smith - 4Gi& OF THE TAIL
Steinbeck « SHORI] HEIGH OF 2IPPIN IV
Street = CAPTAIN LIITLE 4X
Torres - DLNGEROUS GAMES

Flus meny, meny other bargein books.
new books for 25 cents on upe

$non = DLINA, & strange autobiography
Berker - LIZ. BCWE

Boll = &D&N, WwALRE &RT TA0U?

Brown - HERE COWES & CANDLE

Brown = THE ENCELNTLD C43TLE
Burnett - UNDLER DUG

Caidin - POCIEDS 4LivD ISSLE3

Castle - WWIZLLITE E ONE

Glarice - THE MAKING OrF & MOON
Conpeil = NICGHT OF FIEE & SOV |
Cross = THE NIGAT WwaALKIRS

Dubkin =« wOLE POINT

Ziker ~ STAR Or MACEDON

Lyster - THE GOBLING OF IKOS
carrets - 4S8rECLS OF LOVA

Giono ~ THE WM& LEDICT IOL

Grapt = RODE ISL&ND O LOVECH.IT
Grey - MURDEL IN MILLINIUM VI
Hervood - TdE STATS OF THE WIGHTY
rezlitt -~ THE GREAT IDES

Hyams = TiaE SLAUCGHTERACUSE INFORWMER
Kentfield - T4f £LLCYECEISTS VOYAGE
kergh « THI SEJRIET MASTIRS
Fornblutn - TLXKEOFE

Larerd - LE4IS TdLE LIVE TaUNDER
Marsh - DLATH OF 4 FOOL
licPartlend - NO DOWN BHYHENT
Merrvitt -« BURN W IICz BUAN
Monsorrat - TRISL LCST IPS HisD
O'Conner - BN ¥: 4 FER0CI0US FdIRYTALYE
O0'Neill - TEL ANGLORILE -
ratch - TIFY TOOK THE HIG ROAD
Pohl ~ FRuSIDENTILL YDTbh

Gaeen = LUEIN's 4udRDS #12

nhogers « J4LICET

Seacom - SOWETALNG TEGISLE, LOVELY
Schute = SEYOND THZ BLACK STUMP
Solon - THE THREE LEGIONS
Stewart - CankIBEADl Cu:VILIE:
Nelson = THIERE IS LIFHE ON WMAES
Tracy = CHEOKEE
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Don't forget we publish limited editions of fontesy's fineste
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v« o2 coluwnn conducted ov Arthur H. Rapn...

INTRO:UCTIOE When, six months or so a~o, I rgreec¢ to do a col-
unin for Al, it scemed lie a minor chors; all I-
would have to ¢o is sit cdowvm once every three months or so and
dash off a few stencils full of oniniorated chitchat. But. as
s0 many other coiumnists have Ciscoverecd before me, ti:e nacdto
say something significant and/or sprightly is the surest wvay
to dry up inspiration altogether. Conseoucntly, rather than -
yield to the common impulse to ramble on about nothing, I will .
use this snace to cdemonstrate now to write o fanzine book re-
view. Or rather, I'll let Redd Dogss co the demonstrating.

The following first apneared in SPACTA'ARP for Feb 1949, &
was subseouently reprinted in FAPANTHOLOGY (a FAiPAzine) in Feb
1950, 1I've a vauge impression that I first 7ot my grubbdy claws
on the article thru the i3F ilanuscript Bureau, wvhich at  that
time often came tiru witih some real prize items,

Lady of Jlame
A BOOE REVIT BY vvevveveen.n... JRedld BOQQS

This guy, Thomas Mrrshall Connor, killec g men, see? . He
6id him in with his Bare Hands. In an inganity of crimson wrath
Thomas Connor slew his fiancee's lover -- and was executed for
the crime,

This lovable character is thie hero of Stanley G. Weinbaum's
The Black Flame (Fantasy Press, P.0. Box 159, Reading, Pa.,
I9Lg, $3.00], which is the story of what hapoens vhen  Mister
Connor fantastically regains conscinusress a thousand years af-
ter being strapned in the hot-sest, to find himself in a New
orld that doesn't qualify for tlie adjective Brave. Somehow,
a millenium hence, tihe people have lost the Babbitt energy and
ambition that made America Great, and the murderer from the
20th Century discovers that he is a wolf among sheevn, a plumb
cultus lobo against whose brawmy chest the pein-rays of  the
authorities bounce off lilie 86-mililimeter shells off the noggin
of Superman. ‘

Sounds interesting, doesn't it? It isn't, very. You form
a mental picture of rough, tough Thomas Cornor rushinz around,
doing deeds of great heroism, oblivious of pain-rays and atomic
bombs launched at him, slamming the autocrats of thet era and
generally setting the world to rights with supermanly savoir-
faire. On the contrary, Tom Connor actually coes exactly no-
thing about the deplorable state of 30th Century civilization!
What a ghastly betrayal of science fiction tracdition!
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The way Weinbaum tells it -~ anc¢ he, being the au*hor, should
tnow -- Thomas Connor ic immeciately arie)t@c and inprisoned in
the palace by Joacuin 5mith, “Tnc lasteri’ of the Irmorisls who
rule the world in that age. The liaster cecices thet " ilier" Con-
nor's strength anc strong T 1L are Just the fectors neeced to re-
vitalize the shecn-like breed of that century. Ille commands taat
Connor go about coing his cuty -- a lovely orcer that vould »plese
9 out of 10 males, but Connor turns out to be the 10th male, lean-
time, Connor's strength and good loo%s are acmirced by 1~rgqxet of
Urbs, sister of Joasaquin Smich, wino clains the roval title of Frin-
cess and is callzd The Blac:t Flamc, 3lie slin'.s onto the sceiie lile
Theda Bara anc¢ proceecs to act 1ilte slin!'y wvomen are supposed  to
act. One might suppose that Joanuin Swmith, enxious to revitalize
the race, would welcome an affair Letween the otherwise-recalci -
trant Connor and the Blacik Flame -~ but on tl.e coutrary, he frovms
upon such an eventuvality, This whole interplay of contrariness
leads to an impasse any way vyou look at it.

For some 100 pagzes this sorry display of stunidity continues.
The Flame slinlks, Connor sulks, and Joacuin Smith commands. Fi-
nally, the commoners revolt ernd plent an atoimic bomb in the palace,
There is no mushroon clicud, no parvicular damezge, and apharently
not a sign of hsrd rrdistion, but there's nlenty of atonmic fire
so Connor has the opvo *Un;fy to rescue kargaret of Urbs, a splen-
did he-man exploit -- on1v sue reasly w"ﬂn'u in any cdanger at 21l
Occasionally Connor also escapes various and sundyry designs upon
his own life by iuncredible dunb ive'r, not so much as lifting a
finger, much less a fist., Ultim~tely, through some high-powered
regsoning on the part of the Kaster, Connor is rewvarded for coing
nothing by being made an Immortal himself, vheraunon he wins Mar-
garet, too., He has come to love hier paSQIOn:tely. Sie kissed
him once, you see,

That is the story of The Blaclk Flame., There ore various sub-
plots and further cevelopments or tine iain nlect, but these are as
insipid as the main thread of the varn, Thd kod)z is eszsy=-to-read
stufl, characteristic oif Weinbgum and, although he seeciis to take
The Black Flame a bit more seriously than nost of his puln output,
he doesn't seem to lacls a sense of values on the stbject, On the
absolute scale, the book is tolerably good »ulp naterial wvhich
Merwin would crow over if it were submitted to him brand-new for
TS, The writinz comnares unfavoxebly vith sowme of Ve in baum's
shorter worlk, but here and there it svor'sl2s, an¢ always it suf-
fices to describe and evaluate the conventionalized fubure-vorld
ne has taken for a setting

Incicently, in addition to the shory outlined above, there
is a novelette included in the bool., This story, Mawn of Flame"
describes an earlier adventure of rar"aret of Urbs, in whlch she
outwits a backwoodsman who stands again:t the Ianortals?®! conquest
of the Ozarlis during tihe vars the Immortals fought ag 91PSt the
barbarians of that age. The hilibilly hero, Full TarV1sh, is =a
straightforward characterization cut rather "close to the Ti'l Ab-
ner pattern, but he is more believeble then Thomas Counnor who, as
hrs been 1ncvmate€ is first revealed as a wentally uabalanced
murderer, than as a fighting man among pacitists -- and subse -
cguently shows no evidelice of being elther vioient-tempcred or
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rough-and-tough. An onvortunity for suvmerman Connor to display
his brute strength or 20th Centiry cunninﬁ in a smashing clima:r,
or at least, a chance for cowng a Jirmy Cagnevw on ,he Blac k
Flame's up-tilted chin, would have saved thls ste

The Blac': Flame hersc.f is a zorreous creation into whomn
Weinbaum has »uwuped eroush »ulpisi sex to burn holes in an as-
bestos copy of }oJl"Vood Dcteﬂu ve. Although the author ‘teeps
nudging us and hintin; tiat HMarsarst of Urbs has "uneinected
depths' he never reveals much 1ore tlian her nihyrsical side, How-
ever, she is easily the best clioracter iu these tvo varas, at
least from the viewmoint of any nale v10 cen obtain a vicarious
thrill from a vioman viiose only existencs s on the nrinted pase,
A1l of the Black Flame's sex aoreal seemns prethy lov voltage,
however, when one coipares her with April Bell of Villiamson's
“Darier Than You Think" (nov there wes a sexy moman!), or with
that nasty-tempered Betty in Pong s To Keep Or Vill, or incdeed
with most of the historical hussies vho cliow cixtrele cleavage m
the bool-jackets of the current be)uuellers.

One wishes that Margaret, who beins an Imuertal has had €00
years to perfect the art of cocuetry, would ston ma'ting 1like a
16-year-old hlgh uChUO'““ trying to vcmp the football hero, and
begin vsing her high-»ressure aHU'rec The average circulating-
library heroine could have had Connor in hed in 15 ninutes; girl-
ish 1little Amber dicd better on ier first conguest than the Black
Flame did on her last.

But perhans it isn't her fault. Weinboun tells us that al-
though the Black Flame is 600 vears oid she has rewmained phys-
1cqlly a girl of 20, lany women in the northern lattitudes cdo
not mature sexually o7 L Lney are c7osa to 20,
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CONCLUUING REMARIS I thin" you'll egree tiiat if reviewsrs used
&5 auch origiunality of snnroach end devoted
as much thought to aralysis of vng they 1liks or dislike ti:e vol-
ume being reviewed as ReCd ¢ic in "riting the ~btove, book and
magazine reviews in current fanzines oulc maize far more fas-
cinating reading.

For my next column (provicding Al docsn't boot me from his
pages after seeing this semple of wiat I provicde him), I  plan
to show you, by example of others, how %o vrite g colium. And
then again, I may not, if I run escross something morve vital to
write about. This is a sentence well calculeted, a2s Hitchcock
would say, to keep you in,..suspense?

TITLE FOOTNOTE It's Fanlatin, end is to be intervreted, rouzhly,
as “about to blow myv top." 1hich is the state
a3 columnist should be in while writing, since it ales for a far

more interesting column, Too late, I reslize 2 more apHropriate
title would have been 73anus FParatus®: aimost out of my mind.

COMITRCIAT, If by any chence you have not yet Uu:che ed a copy

of Fancyclopedia 11, better hwirv befnre they are
all sold. &1, g5_T%omf§1ch Eney, 417 Ft.Hunt Rd., Alexandria,Va,
Ana worth five times that 162 pages of Iabulous fannish info,
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Friends - and Dr. 4simov:

Perheps I shouldn't have said thet. 4fter sll, I'am not hers to insult Iseac 4simovw |
eeo6ven if thet were possible On the contrary, I have & very high cpinion of
#s5imov. . ethough I know him wells Men like Isaac &simov do not pass our way very
often...and for this we should be gratefula
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sctually, it was Dre. #£simov who suggested I say a few words here todeys Itd
pLenned to telk sbout three nours, but Dr. #simov suggested T sey e fev words. Notice
I wrote them down .beceuse I didnft think I'd be aple to memorize iy 2d libse &s
usuel, it's e thrill to sterd up in front of e science fiction eudience and see so
meny femiliaxr faces...at leest, I presume thoze cre facesc~-0st ¢f taem, There's
Doc Smitheeescience fiction’s answer to Cherlie Wwesver. JLrd Jcan Csmpbell, vho's
going to be rich end ramous just ss soon as the lieiroznomus Jmchine puts the Scotch’
Tape people out of ousiness. &nd did you nosice sll the wyiters nere veering beards?
You know. wiy v.rivters grcw becrds, don't you? It's &
form of insuraence. They figure if they czn't sell
stories &t lecst toney cen sell cough-drops.

Now I don't have a bzard.... lent miue to nendy
Gerrett...vho is preserviag it in ziconcl...ard I'm not
guite sure wnctner I'm supposed to be sp2aking to you
as & writer or as a fa.u. You kiaow, people juast cen't
seem to make up tasir minds which I zme The fens claim
I'm & writer, The writers insist I'm & fene

Anotiher thing thet mrkes it difficult to sSpeakges
eside frouthe ract that I'm SOD2To-.810 SO &X€ YOUses
most of you...is th*t I'm wearing contact lensese I
need them to me as ier €3 ny glesses. Getting adjusted
to weering thece things is & psychological probvlem.
tetarelly, vwe writers cye uvsad to deeling v.ith psycho-
legicel problemns...only generslly we refer to them as

editors.

Wwell, before putting the lenses into my eyes, I decided to comnsult my psychia-
triste He told me thet vision is not just a retter of the ootic nerve-=-it involves
e mental reaction which trenslstes visuel imeges into perceptibie reslity. So he
seid, "I'm going to show you & few things now end tiy & little frec associstion."”
Thet suited me. He'd been cherging me $30 &n hour--I figured I'd like to try some-
thing free for & change.

So he gets out & bleckbosrd and a piecs of chelk end he drews a big circle and
he sesys, "what does thet remind you of?® I seid, “Sex in s car.?

He gives me e kind of e funny look and then he drews & triengle. He seys,
"whet does thet remind you of?" end I seid, “Sex in & cenoe,"

He shakes his heed end drews & sguere; then he ssys, "ibet does that remind you
of?" gnd of course I ssy, "Sex in & bathtube"

Well, then my psychiatrist .ot med, end he seys to me=, "whet's the metter with
you, cen't you thing of enytiaing out sex?' 4nd I seid, "Sure, but whst zre you
odothering me for? You're the one who's drewing the diity pictures.®

Meyoe 1I'd better explein thet for the venefit of Forcigh visitors...like John
Berxyy from Irelende I don't think they heve eny psycniatrists over there in the
British Isles...not efter reeding some of their fen-ines.

sctually, it's wonderful to be eble to welcecme John Serry here and it comes as
quite & surprise to me to see him, too. You know, 1 hedn't resliy understood that
he was Deing brought over for tanis Convention. Of course I'd neard of tairgs like
the Trans-~&tlentic Fan fund, but tnet's slle Then somepody told we ebout this Berry
Fen Fund, and I wes &ll ror it. I tnoupht taey vere reisiig & iund to bury e fane..
I wes so much in favor of it that I geve thein & list of 300 fens I'd likes to see
buried. 4nd neturelly, I mede & sizeeole contribution to tie deel. By the time I
found out whet it was reelly ell ebout, it was too lete $to get ny dims back.

But it's good to see John Berry, even if I don't necessarily pelieve &ll he
tells ugs For instance, he seys that beck in Belfast he's a memter of tae police
foree. Now, I don't reelly belizve there ere eny police in Zelfest. If there were,
how come walt willis is still running arounrd loose?

On the other hand, msybe it's better that wey--beck 2t the Coanvention in 1952,
Wwalt Wwillis wés slways running earound tighi. But we were talking sboul psychie-
tristse Thet is, I was talking sbout psychistrists end you werc wonderiung when I'a
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shut upe I've got news for you--you don't know when you're well off.,. If I wesn't
speaking, you'd probepbly have to listen to Poul wnderscne

Now there's e guy who slways talking, He leerzed it from karging eround Tony
Bouchers. You know, if he ever gets cepiured by conxibals theyfre going to heve %o
put him into the pot upside down--othervise he'll stick nis heed out and incke en
after-dinner speech. de'll mske one enyway; tvhe ceanriosel who swallows aim is going
to sound like a ventriloguistes.

If enything, Boucher is worse; nis motker sounded likes e veutriloquist oefore
he wes borne Wwhen he was gestating, he Gidn't kick--he oreted. It only tcok sSoucher
three minutes to be born, but for nine months before thet he wes introducing himself.
It took the doctors two deys before anis birth Just to deliver the blurb,

But let us return to the subject-=if eny! Since this is suorosed to be a
science fiction conventione...or et lecst, they plenned .it that way, until the Calif-
orniens &rrived...let us get serious for s woment end tslk sbout science,

This is truly the ege of scientific miracles...cr is it? Not tco long &go, the
United Stetes Army launched a rocket end sent it over 80,200 miles into spece. But
todey, right here in this hotel, the nmansgement couldn't got an elevetor up from the
looby floore

Last night, they couldn't even get me off the floor, eitner. «&nd I was using
liquid fuel, too. :

put the rockets will work all right, just es aoon &s tney get the bugs oute I
got a couple of bugs out of ny room this worring. I didn't reelly went to get them
out, but the house~-detective insisied.

S Lk T otill, it's reelly wonder-
(o= fyl the wey science keeps cetch-
: ing up witn science fictione ,
Like this idesz of sending a
rocket to tae moons. Did you
know they'rs going to send & dog
up there? They're going to send
e dog in the first rocket 1o the
moons - I understand the only
tning holding vhes beck is that..
first thsy've, got to get the dog
€ Hmewbership in the Science
Fiction Book Clube. Nobody gets
cn the moon without one of those
ticket reservetions.: It's .just -
like this banguet, only cheapers

How about those prices?
Twenty yeers €go, &t the first
pcience ifiction coanvention, the-
bencuet cost $l. That's right,

pAo $l. Todey, it's five-snd-e-
l’\ ‘guartsr for & prime rib of beef.
¥ laybe it's not nolite to complain,

but taue wey I figure it, &t
those prices I've got a beef coming. The hotel mnegement seys it costs e lot of
money to cut up & choice cow, out efter testing it, opersonaily, I thnink it's & lot
of bull.

On the other hend, mesybe vwe shouldn't sgiewk. &fter ell, .zost of the science
fiction megezines heve reised prices &and some of their stories ere pretty herd to
digest, t00.

desides, 1 tnink it's worth it just %o be aole to get together witn you folks
like this eveiy yeere 4nd I'd like to turn to & mwore s=srious note.

#fter all, this ig a science fiction getaering, end we ougnt to do e little
tuinking ebout science...v.e ought to considexr gome of the big qusstions which fece
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plenned.it

For exemple....i.Te there visitors from otiher plenetas zuongst us? In spite of
ell the theories pro end con, it's herd to sey. &ffer looking over tais crovd, it's
even hearder.

I imegine most of you ere familier with the old hyporthesis thet ve buzens srs
only propertye..tnet meybe we're even fished for by eliens, &s Cherles rort sug-
gested. This would eccount for some oi the reuresrkable isappesrances we retd eoont
in history from time to time. I need ouly remind you of vLe clecsicel exeumple...tne
feuous cese of Benjsmin Betnurst. Betaurst, ss you grobably g1l xaow, wes a British
diplomst vho wes returning from Vienie in the yeer 180), He stoppsd st the town of
Perleberg in Germenye. In the preseance of hig velel end secretery he sxewinzd the
horses which were hitclied to his coach. Len, &ccording to the story, he welked
sround the lLorses...snd aisappeared. 7

Thet's all., He walked around the horses...end venished. Ilow some teople claim
this supports the tacory of mysterious dise ppeeiences. &s lor me, I see notuing
strange in it whetsoever. You see, I live in tae country, =ad I happsn to know some~ |
thing about horses. It is my belief tnet if Senjesmin cethurst diseppeercd « iter
walking asround the horses, it wes mereiy because he hzu to go inside end chenge ais
shoese So nuch for science.

Oh, just one thing wmore. I never uced to know 7very mich &bout science until I
started wetcuing the television commerciels, Ii'as trieewthose things ere scientific.
Have you ever seen the one thet shows you e crogs-seccioa of tae aumen need, with
all those hemmers pounding, end € lot of exricsiouns going on indidet iell, I never
used to believe I bhed tnose tnings irside uy head until I sterted ettcending tnesge
Conventionse. Now my heed is like thet every moraing. Yes, yo. c&n lesin & lot
sbout humen enetony from telceviaion coumercisls. Come o taink or it, you cen learn
8 lot sbout humsn anstory frowm etteaaiug € scis.uace riction convention, tooe

Of course 1'm referring to the sesuuversde £slle d N

Natuielly, you can't bziieve &ll you sce, I repemper lest yeer, in Los ange {
eles, there ves a little gel et the tasyacrene--if I'm not misteken, sne won one of
the prizes; I think it wes for the sexieat costunee «nyvay, she ore her hair in'e: '
pony teil. 4nd then in bsck, growing out of aer weist, sae hed gacther teile...tne
same color and everythinge.e..must have ceen coout four feet lomge well, I couldn't
believe this, so I adopted the scientific m2thod,and investigateds

4nd you know somethinge..it wes just es I taouant. Thet vony teil was falsel’
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